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Mr. Chairman, distinguished Ministers, Ladies and Gentlemen 
 
I would like to associate myself with the joint EU statement of Slovenia. 
 
Mr. Chairman, 
 
The Commission on Sustainable Development was established for the follow-up 
of the UN Conference on Environment and Development (UNCED) in Rio 16 
years ago.  
 
Last year in my speech I asked if the CSD has been able to address sustainable 
development in a holistic way it deserves. Today we can clearly see that this has 
not been the case.  
 
Last year we concentrated on climate change and energy. Bio energy was seen 
as one of the key solutions in fighting the climate change. This year we have a 
serious food crisis in our hands and we are discussing the negative effects 
improper production of bioethanol and biodiesel can have on the food supply and 
prices. 
 
But this is a wider problem. In Rio we had a holistic view on environment and 
development. The environment was seen as a whole. We looked at all 
development and had a special emphasis on the need to develop sustainable 
patterns of production and consumption. All development in the world had to be 
ecologically sustainable.    
 
Since then global environmental policies have been fragmented. This 
development was actually started in Rio when separate processes were initiated 
for climate change, biodiversity, forests and desertification. 
 
In development policy global efforts are based on the Millennium Development 
Goals (MDG) which do not include measures for changing the patterns of 
production and consumption. Ensuring environmental sustainability is one of the 
goals but it has been difficult to turn it operational. 
 
So, both development policies and environmental policies have been fragmented 
and the link between them is too weak.  
 
I am aware of the global efforts to re-integrate environmental and development 
policies. The UN is developing International Environmental Governance. In 
development policy ecological sustainability is gaining ground. In Bali also trade, 
finance and development ministers convened to discuss the climate change. So, 
the world community is on the right track.   



 
 
But what should we do here, in the CSD? 
 
The global development policy is based on three pillars of sustainability, 
economical, social and ecological. In order to be effective and lasting, poverty 
reduction must be based on all of them.  
 
The CSD should concentrate on the ecological sustainability, since this is the 
only global forum for this particular purpose. We have to see the environment as 
an integrated whole. We have to look at all development in the world. And we 
have to combine them into policies to promote ecologically sustainable 
development. 
 
Our working methods must be looked at against this background. We have to 
ask ourselves if our work is too fragmented. Do we pay too much attention to the 
details which, of course, are very important for all of us? And are we 
concentrating too exclusively on the special issues on our two-year agendas? 
 
So, Mr. Chairman, when finalising our present two-year agenda we should see it 
in the wide context of our mandate. We have to have a comprehensive view on 
ecologically sustainable rural and regional development. We have to combine 
again, in the spirit of Rio, environment and development in a holistic way.  
 
Mr. Chairman, 
 
As I said many details are important for all of us. As the head of the Finnish 
delegation I would also like to put on the record couple of issues.    
 
On the current food crisis caused by soaring food and fuel prices, Finland has 
responded by making available a total of 18,5 million USD for 2008 to be used 
for different WFP programmes. In addition to taking short-term action, we must 
tackle the underlying reasons behind the current crisis. It is high time for the 
global community to address the decades-long under-investment into the 
agriculture and rural sector and to develop coherent policies and means that go 
beyond emergency aid and other interim measures.  
 
In the long term, Finland emphasises the strengthening of the competitiveness of 
the agriculture and rural sector as well as supporting the functioning of rural 
innovation systems. The role of women is a particular concern for us. Only by 
fully engaging women as active participants in all sectors of society can we 
achieve our goals. Regrettably, it is rural women who suffer most from climate 
change. The International Colloquium on Women's Empowerment, Leadership 
Development, International Peace and Security to be organized next March in 
Monrovia, Liberia, and chaired by the Presidents of Finland and Liberia, will offer 
a good opportunity to address the gender dimension of climate change.  



 
 
We want to emphasise that land reform is a focal issue and a prerequisite for 
success. Equitable access to land, enforceable land rights and transparent land 
policy are essential in eradicating poverty. To achieve this, we also need to 
strengthen good governance and relevant justice and recourse mechanisms. 
Sustainable development requires national ownership and leadership. It also 
requires a rights-based approach to development, where governments are held 
accountable.   
 
The review session on water shows that  the recent development particularly on 
the sanitation does not support the achievement of the water related MDG 
targets.  Access to safe water and sanitation are basic human needs. 
Sustainable water management  also contribute towards the achievement of 
MDG goals, particularly eradication of poverty and hunger, health, equity and 
environmental sustainability. Strong political support to implement the recent 
decisions  and to pave the way to prepare the Strategy behind 2015 is needed.        
 
Finally I would like to reiterate once more that the present crises at the mankind 
can be solved only through ecologically sustainable development.  
 
Thank you, Mr. Chairman 


